The 5 Stepsto Quality Coding

1. - Medical Terminology
Read the discharge summary and all relevant clinical
documentation to identify diagnosesand procedures.

Use the alphabeticalindexto search for conditions, diseases,
external causes, symptomsand other factorsinfluencing health
status. An alphabeticalindex also appliesto procedures.

Select the most appropriate code from the
alphabetical index.
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Verify the tentative code within the tabular list to ensure that it is
the most accurate code. Check forinstructionson conventions
e.g., includesand excludesnotesand code also to guarantee
correct code assignment.
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Check both ACSand ICSfor specific guidelinesto assist
accurate code assgnment. Additional guidelinesare
published in training material provided by the ERI,
Coding Notes, and Coding Matters 10
Commandments.
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