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1. � � � � � � �  - Medic al Terminology  
  Read  the d isc harge summary and  a ll relevant c linic a l 
 doc umenta tion to identify d iagnoses and  p roc edures. 
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Use the a lphabetic a l index to searc h for c ond itions, d iseases,  
externa l c auses, symp toms and  other fac tors influenc ing hea lth 
sta tus.  An a lphabetic a l index a lso app lies to p roc edures. 
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� � � Selec t the most appropria te c ode from the 
   a lphabetic a l index. 
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Verify the tenta tive c ode w ithin the tabula r list to ensure tha t it is 
the most ac c ura te c ode.  Chec k for instruc tions on c onventions 
e.g ., inc ludes and  exc ludes notes and  c ode a lso to guarantee 
c orrec t c ode assignment. 
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Chec k both ACS and  ICS for spec ific  guidelines to assist 
ac c ura te c ode assignment.  Add itiona l guidelines a re 
pub lished  in tra ining materia l p rovided  by the ESRI, 
Cod ing Notes, and  Cod ing Matters/ 10 
Commandments. 
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