
Health and the Environment



SOE Report 2016 - 7 key messages

HEALTH IS RELEVANT TO ALL OF THESE ISSUES



Environment, Health and Well-Being 
Interconnections – The Wheel of Health

Touch Points

‘Many of the environmental threats to 
our health are associated with our 
lifestyles and available choices. Our 
behaviours and consumption patterns 
clearly cause stress to the 
environment, leading to 
consequential poor health outcomes 
(for example, burning smoky fuels to 
heat our houses affects local air 
quality and people’s health). A 
proactive approach to environmental 
protection, partly through regulation 
but also by changing how we live, will 
deliver a safer, healthier place for us 
to live now and into the future’ 
“…a healthy environment 
is a prerequisite for good 
health.” 
Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General, 
World Health Organization 



New Focus on Environment and Health

 New ESRI research programme a partnership between EPA, ESRI and HSE

 Annual EPA/HSE conference on environment and health – 2016-2018

 Both are building on a long history of collaboration and cooperation between 
EPA and ESRI and HSE

 ESRI Research programme focussing on the interconnections and 
interdependencies between environmental, economic, social and health 
issues

 Data and evidence driven – putting existing data to new uses

 Now starting to churn out results – today is a taster focusing on environment 
and health projects so enjoy!



Collaboration Driving Sustainable Development
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Content of ESRI Research Programme

 Assembling data from many sources to characterise policies that affect 
the environment.
 Identifying and estimating the environmental effects of selected fiscal 

instruments 
 Transforming and combining existing data in new ways to allow more 

robust analysis.
 Health and well-being benefits of a clean and healthy environment and 

environmental amenities in Ireland 
 Picture or playground: valuing coastal amenities 
 Environmental market failures - spatial and land use planning 

 Collecting new data that relates human behaviour to environmental 
conditions and outcomes.
 Use of behavioural economics lab experiments to examine environmental 

influences on consumer behaviour
 Behavioural and experimental tests of the long-term benefits of the Green 

Schools programme
 Evaluating health benefits derived from Green and Blue spaces using a 

choice experiment survey
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