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The data
Data for 15,000 Alone assessments from 2022-2024

Our main outcome variable
• Energy credit assistance
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The data

Examine the relationship between energy credits and
• Areal level deprivation
• Weather (temperature)
• Gender
• Homeownership
• Living alone
• Age
• Condition of the home
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The data
Areal level deprivation
We link the Alone data to HP Deprivation Index at CHN area
• 97 CHN areas across Ireland
• High disadvantage: area where more than 40% are categorised as 

disadvantaged
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The data
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Areal level deprivation
Approximately five percent of callers are 
from an area of high deprivation



The data
Weather
We link the data to daily temperature data from Met Éireann
• Daily minimum temperature
• Linked at CHO level (9 CHOs)
• We calculate the average daily low temperature over the two weeks prior to 

the assessment date
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Methodology

We implement the following probit model
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• Results (next slide) are marginal effects
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Preliminary results
• Being from a highly deprived area 

– 3.5p.p. increase in energy credit 
need

• Homeowners 2.4p.p. less likely to 
need energy credit

• Cold weather – greater need
• People aged 60-70 appear most at 

risk
• Those needing home repairs are 

2.6p.p. more likely to need energy 
credit 9
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