
Figure 1. Number of births and total fertility rate in Ireland, 1960-1999
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Sources: CSO Annual and Quarterly Vital Statistics Reports, Council of Europe (2000)

Figure 2. Ireland’s TFR in comparative perspective, 1950-2000

2a. Ireland and Europe
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2b. Ireland and the ‘new world’ countries 
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Source: UN (2000a), New Cronos (2001)

Figure 3. Proportions never married, Ireland and New Zealand, 1961, 1981, 1996.

3a. 1961
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3b. 1981
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[image: image6.emf]100


93


59


27


16


12


10


10


99


85


51


28


16


9


6


5


15-19


20-24


25-29


30-34


35-39


40-44


45-49


50-54


0


20


40


60


80


100


Per cent never married


 Ireland


 New Zealand




100

93

59

27

16

12

10 10

99

85

51

28

16

9

6

5

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54

0

20

40

60

80

100

Per cent never married

 Ireland

 New Zealand


Sources: Census 1996 (Ireland), Statistics New Zealand 

Figure 4. Proportions never married among women aged 25-29 and 35-39, western Europe, 1990/1991 
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Figure 5. Proportions of births outside of marriage, 1980 and 1999
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Figure 6. The distribution of births by birth order, Ireland, Italy and the United States, 1960, 1980 and 1995-99.

6a. 1960
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6b. 1980
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Figure 7. Number of births by birth order in Ireland, 1960-2000
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Figure 8. Model for the interpretation of aggregate fertility outomes in Ireland








Figure 9. Cultural value of children: Ideal family size among women by age-group in selected countries, 1981 and 1990

9a. 1981
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Sources: 1981 and 1990 European Values Study

Figure 10. Proportion of mothers with completed fertility (ages 45-64) whose actual number of children was less than, equal to and greater than their stated ideal family size, selected countries, 1981 and 1990.

10a. 1981
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10b. 1990
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Figure 11. New family formation in Ireland – marriages, first births and marital first births, 1960-2000
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Sources: CSO Vital Statistics, Council of Europe (2000). 
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