How well do children adjust

to primary school?

The vast majority of five year olds
are positive about school

ward to going to school

Most children look for

and say good things about school.
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Poorer

socio-emotional skills
Ability to concentrate in class,
communicate needs and take
turns/share with other children

Poorer

academic skills
Early vocabulary,
literacy and numeracy
abilities

What could help
children to adjust?

Transfer information about a child's
strengths and needs from early years
practitioners to primary school
teachers

Significant skills gap between urban
DEIS and non-DEIS schools

More resources needed to target
disadvantaged children in urban areas

Evidence for Policy

Children start school with different skills
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More negative attitudes
towards school
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Children from
disadvantaged
backgrounds

Poorer quality of
relationships with

Complain or are upset about teachers
going to school Less close and more
conflictual

Build positive student-teacher relationships

Support teachers to implement
positive behaviour management

to enhance learning and engagement
Promote continued use in senior infants

Promote increased use among younger
children in multi-grade classes

Reading and creative play help children
prepare for school life
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