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ABOUT THE RESEARCH

The Social Activity Measure (SAM) is a behavioural study that records the public response to the risk of COVID-19
infection over time. Designed by the ESRI’s Behavioural Research Unit (BRU), SAM is an anonymous, interactive,
online study that surveys people about their recent activity. The study offers insight into where and how risks of
COVID-19 transmission arise. SAM aims to inform policy regarding the opening of parts of the economy and
society, while keeping COVID-19 under control. The survey was updated in October 2021 to include more detailed
information on behavioural changes and future plans. The research was designed by the BRU in consultation with
the Department of the Taoiseach, which funds the work. The survey is completely anonymous. Where
comparisons between survey rounds are highlighted, they are statistically significant.

TIMING

This slide deck presents results from a nationally representative sample of 1,000 people aged 18 and over who
participated in the study between November 30t and December 7th. Data were collected after the WHO
designated Omicron as a variant of concern. During data collection, cases had begun to stabilise (at high levels).
New restrictions were announced, including midnight closure for hospitality venues, a return to working from
home where possible, PCR tests for international travel and a recommendation for children 9-12 years old to
wear masks in school.
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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People visited fewer
locations the week and the
day before completing the
survey compared to the last
wave of SAM, and the drop
is marginally statistically
significant.
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There were statistically significant declines in the number of people who used enclosed
transport, went to cafes/pubs/restaurants and attended gatherings/events over the past
week. There was a rise in attendance at medical facilities.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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There was a significant decline in use of enclosed transport the day before completing SAM, driven by a
decline in use of public transport. Attendance at medical facilities rose significantly to its highest level
since SAM began. The dip in attendance at exercise facilities observed in the last wave recovered.
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach

5/10-12/10

3/11-10/11

30/11-7/12

—e—|nter-county Travel (24hrs)

NI Travel (past week)

Travel Off Island (past week)

Both inter-county travel and
travel to Northern Ireland
increased. Inter-county
travel is at its highest since
mid-Summer.
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comparison with the previous wave of SAM was not significant. The average number of people met in the past 48

The proportion of people who had a close contact the previous day is at its lowest since June, although the
hours also declined significantly.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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“R] Number of people met and close contacts

Close Contacts by Age People Met by Age
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The overall reduction in close contacts was not attributable to any one age group. There were declines in people met in all
age groups, although the sharpest decline was observed in the 40-60 year group, who had been meeting the most people.
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach



o)
g Close contacts - locations

45 35
All With no masks. LA
40 » .-
30 ,'\\ ) \
Nl \
35 / L N >
25 / . \s.
¢
30 /’
| »
— || 20 P VA
25 / AL ’ \\.-
% —e=—|n a home =" ,r \._.\ ’,‘ -k‘
\
20 —8—In work 15 ,' 4 ™ N\ o»
. A 4
—e—Outdoors Se Pt
15 ',' o
. . &
Hospitality venue 10 »® A
L LY a P~y \
10 Other S el W
s ¥ .A";ya’\\ Fae’ Se
5 ——e /W ‘#*“-{\v vV \,"»-.r» S ®
- -
0 0
N N on N & < DN WO ININ 0O 00 OOy O O 1 +H N
A S S N e LRy ATl N oRRNdd SN ds eSS og
SEcSS — ! 4N 4 N 4N LN N Hd N NN O O »n N
e AT Yeedngoa el AL s b R OLRRLR s QTS
NS0 on < NN SO SN >S000D0 o+ & 0 0o ! ! V-
~ — — — — =N ~oL DD IS N — — A — - N N I
n oy MmO ® 3 et

The decline in close contacts was driven by small, non-significant declines in most locations except
in a home and outdoors. The decline in close contacts since early November is mostly driven by the
reduction in people having close contacts at work.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach



2 -
AR Home VIsItS

Proportion who had visitors or visited another household (previous day)
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach

—&— Any visit

—=& -Non-social (e.g. care,

professional)

=@ = Social visit

-4+ Social visit (close contact)

The last wave of SAM
showed a drop in home visits
for both social and non-social
visits, but that has reversed
in the latest data.
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The left chart shows overall social
activity, measured by a
combination of places visited and
people met. Activity is marginally
below October levels and
significant lower than September.
The right chart shows the
percentage of people who engage
in particularly high levels of social
activity (‘socialisers’) and those
who do so while taking few or no
precautions, such as wearing a
mask or maintaining 2m distance,
(‘non-mitigating socialisers’). The
trend in increasing numbers of
socialisers that had been
apparent over a few months has
stalled and the number of non-
mitigating socialisers, the riskiest
group, has declined significantly

since October. »
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More people continue to engage in mitigative behaviours (keeping distance, washing hands, wearing masks). The
percentage who report taking these precautions most of the time is significantly higher in this wave of SAM
compared to early November.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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AR Mitigation by vaccine status
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The proportion of unvaccinated people who report rarely or never taking precautions has fallen since early
November but remains higher than the proportion of those who are vaccinated.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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Retail/Fashion/Food/Tourism/Leisure
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Maritime/Transport/Defence

=0 Arts
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=@=_ther

Numbers attending the workplace fell sharply in December. This was driven largely by those working in Health/Social
care/Education/Science and in Banking/Accounting/Business/Legal/Insurance/Computers, which make up almost half of workers.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach

14




i

ESRI

100

90

80

70

60

50

%

40

30

20

10

Masks, distance, ventilation

100

98

96

94

‘W o

=8—mask (self) )
=o-—=mask (others) 90
keep 2m 88
well ventilated

86

84

82
I MO N < 1N O N 00 OO O +H — o
~N OSSOSO SN DS NSNS SN 1 H ~ S
I = O OV N N O N < N N o
M ! N &N &N N N A N O~ o !
Ny 1 | Y A [t B S| T N
= SN O < 1N O N 00 O " | — S~
~ N NN N S N N N0 +H - ~
O N N OO 60 D m O~ O d ~ O

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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=@=sanitiser/soap

=0-Cleaned hands

There was a reduction in those
who reported that their
workplace was well ventilated.
Reported mask-wearing and
social distancing have risen
slightly for consecutive waves,
however the changes are not
statistically significant.
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ﬁ Government Response to the Pandemic

Government's reaction to the pandemic has been...
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach

16



FSRI Expectations for easing restrictions (next month)
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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depend on cases

The proportion of people who believe
restrictions should remain dependent on
cases has risen since late September and is
currently back to the level observed during
the early stages of the vaccine rollout, at
approx. 3 in 4 people.
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This chart shows the
percentage of the
population who have
definitive plans to take part
in any of these activities

over the next 3 months.
Plans for all activities had
dropped between October
and November, and have
done so again in December
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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Components of worry

=@=health system
==@==economy

I

family/friends

more restrictions

—
oA

=@==0ther countries

==@==cases circulating

T E E «=@==_atching COVID
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Having increased for three consecutive rounds of SAM, there was no further change in worry. Worry about the
healthcare system, and more restrictions coming in both dropped while worry about other countries rose this

round.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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<R Worry by age

8.5

7.5

—0— <40

6.5 —8—140-59

‘. === 60+
- "'\

5.5

5

\,\% A\ '»\0’ AN AN ’\\(o © bb\/\ & ,\fb\q’ AP O W0 o0 »\“’Q Q,\”Q g\”\’ 0)\'\} Q\Q’
A o o o QY Y GV W o® <>>\ o,\“ RN m\") ”\@‘” \&\Q\”Q\o
NV A QS

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach

%
T
4IJ’|{{{§y

e

G AN

ob

0%

The level of overall worry
about COVID-19 remained
unchanged in all age
groups and decreased
slightly among those over
60, although this was not
significant.

21



ESRI

Components of worry

Components of first aspect of worry
(Overall worry)

other countries I
economy N
more restrictions I
cases circulating 1
health system N
family/friends 1
catching COVID -

-0.5 -0.4 -0.3 -0.2 -0.1 0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5

Component of second aspect of worry
(Exclusively Economy/restrictions)

other countries —
economy |
more restrictions |
cases circulating —
health system -
family/friends —
catching COVID —
0.8 -0.6 -0.4 -0.2 0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach

In SAM, we ask respondents how
worried they are about catching
COVID, family/friends catching COVID,
the healthcare system, returning to
normality while cases are circulating,
more restrictions coming in, the
economy, and COVID-19 in other
countries. Ratings about level of worry
about these different things tend to
cluster in two ways. One is an overall
worry about most of these things but
with relatively little worry about the
economy or restrictions. The second is
a worry about the economy and
restrictions to the exclusion of other
worries.
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Impact of two aspects of worry on
likelihood of being a "socializer"

Overall worry Exclusive
component economy/restrictions

worry component
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Impact of two aspects of worry on
likelihood of mitigation behaviour

¥

Overall worry Exclusive
component economy/restrictions
worry component

These two clusters of responding
make reverse predictions about how
much people are socializing and how
frequently they engage in mitigative
behaviours when out and about.
Higher levels of overall worry are
associated with less socializing and
more mitigative behaviour while
higher levels of exclusive worry
about the economy and restrictions
are associated with more socializing
and less mitigative behaviour.
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Components of worry over time
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Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach

The overall worry component
has risen since the start of
October but did not change in
this round of data collection.
The worry component that is
exclusive to the economy and
restrictions has also risen since
the beginning of October but
to a lesser extent.
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There were no changes in self-reported compliance with public health guidance but the dip in
reported compliance of others that had taken place the previous round rebounded this round.
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Fatigue

Coverage

Neither fatigue with restrictions or coverage of COVID-19 news changed this round of data collection.
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Perceived coherence of
restrictions was lower this
round of data collection
than it was at the
beginning of November
and is at its lowest level
since SAM began.
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Overall wellbeing did not change
this round of data collection.
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Thinks behaviour risky [
Follow restrictions I By looking at how responses to series of questions
tend to cluster, we find an overall pattern of
Understand covid ] .
responses that we have labelled as being
Gov confidence T “supportive”. This cluster tend to be worried about
Covid-19, think that mitigation is important and
Follow news following the guidelines. Those who give the
Easy (restrictions) o opposite pattern of answers are labelled as being
“opposed”.
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AR Being “Supportive” and Behaviour

Mitigation Socializers
60 35
50 30
40 25
20
30
15
20
10
. HE |
“’ I
0 . 0
Opposed Supportive Opposed Supportive
M Rarely/Never (0-49%) B Sometimes (50-66%)
Regularly (67-82%) m Very often/Always (83-100%) B Non-mitigating Socializers Socializers

Those who are “supportive” are more likely to engage in mitigation behaviours and are less likely to be a
socializer or a non-mitigating socializer than are those who are “opposed”.

2
A Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach 30
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Being “Supportive” and Vaccination

Vaccinated Booster Intention (among vaccinated)
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% of Group
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o
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B Opposed M Supportive B Opposed MW Supportive

Those who are “opposed” are less likely to have accepted a Covid-19 vaccine across all age groups. Among those
who did accept a vaccine, those who are “opposed” are less likely to report intending to take a booster.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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AR Being “Supportive” over Time
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A majority show the “supportive” pattern of responding, although the proportion is declining.
The drop has been steeper amongst younger age groups.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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4R Being “Supportive” and Wellbeing

<30

Wellbeing
Being “supportive” is
associated with benefits in
terms of wellbeing. This is
more true for younger people
than it is for older people.
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Hospitality — Digital Covid Certs

Proportion dining indoors Indoor diners reporting Digital Covid Cert was not checked
(all venues)
,, 100
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The proportion of those visiting hospitality who dined indoors has been steadily increasing since August, though the
changes this round were not significant. Aggregating across venues, a smaller proportion of those who dined indoors
reported that their Covid Cert was not checked compared to October.

Source:

ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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Would you allow your child under 12 to be
vaccinated?

Take booster if recommended and Take booster if recommended and offered?
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The proportion of the population who intend to take a booster has risen significantly since the start of
October, although the size of the effect is small. AImost 85% of the population intend to take a booster.
The proportion of parents who intend to allow their child under 12 to take a vaccine has not changed
since October. Approximately 35% of parents intend to do so while approximately 30% intend not to.

-
ﬂ Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach 35
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How worried do you think your child
is about COVID-19?

4.0
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mean rating
(1-7)
w
~

mean rating

Children and Schools
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©
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Satisfaction with safety measures in
schools
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Parents reported that their child is more worried about COVID-19 than earlier in November. Belief that
their child could catch COVID-19 at school has increased since October for all schools, but particularly
primary schools. The proportion of parents with children in primary school who are satisfied with the
school’s safety precautions has dropped in the latest wave of SAM, to 63% from approx. 80%.

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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Antigen Tests

Used an antigen test in the past week
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Contact CC/symptoms

Source: ESRI Social Activity Measure for the Department of the Taoiseach
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One-in-eight people
report using an
antigen test in the
past week, most
commonly because
they are experiencing
symptoms. Those
who engage in high
levels of social activity
are more likely to
report having used an
antigen test. However
numbers from one
wave of SAM are too
small to allow for
detailed analysis.
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